3STOT HOSTILE TO CHRISTIANITY AT ITS RISE.     155

Islam did not rise under any persecution from
these creeds. There could be no bitterness, even of
circumstances. In Arabia its first persecution was
by, as its subsequent wars were carried on with,
the local idolatry, and in the course of this period
the Jews and the Christians in Arabia seem to have
been considered its allies: it was impossible that
there could be rancour against either, and unless
such a passion had existed in the highest degree, it
was impossible to make religion the ground of a war
of invasion. These considerations appear to me to
supersede all argument, and to put aside all testi-
mony ; the thing was impossible.

How the reverse should be stated by the Mus-
sulman and Christian writers of early times, and,
consequently, thereafter believed, is easily explained.
To the Mussulman the word Religion stands in lieu
of State. Where we would say, " There was a meet-
ing of the people," they would say, " There was a
meeting of believers/' Every act is referred to
God; all authority thence derived. War was with
them a judicial matter, so that they would speak of
religion commanding a war as we would speak of
religion commanding charity, or love, yet without
the one being more an act of fanaticism than the
other. This is a general habit of mind and form of
expression, but there then comes a purposed mis-